Dame Ellen
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Dame sailed-horme Lo
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Dowmnl

sudden

declslon to announce Ellen

MacArthur's dame yesterday

prompted ausplaions that Tony Blalr

was trying to galn political capital
from her feal. '

The complex process of awarding
honours normally takes many
manths, Recipients are Tormally
announced twice a year —in the Mew
Year's list and the Queen's birthday
honowres in Jurns.

Instead, Mumber 10 fook the
unesual step of fast-tracking Miss
MacArthur's award and relessing a
press stalement just as she was sall-
ing into Falmeouth, Last night, MPs
demanded assurances that the timing
was not driven by political motives.

Downing Streét officials claimed
thera was nothing to prevent hon-
ours heing announced outside the
twice-yearly {iste, but could nama
only one precedent. In 1867, Sir Fran-
cis Chichester's knighthood was
ennounced as he returned home
trom becoming the first persan to
sall solo amound the world:
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Homa s the sallor: Ellen MacArdhucs trimaran is-surrownded by a flotil
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